Tham Viéng Israel
Séng Viét

V6i nhitng nguoi theo dao Ki-t6 hay Co-déc, di Israel dé thim Thanh-Dia la mot mong
mudn rat hop 1y va c6 du tinh k¥ ludng. Voi ca nhan Soéng Viét thi chuyén thim viéng
Israel trong nhitng ngay cudi nam 2008 1a mot tinh cd, vi khi quyét dinh di thim Ai-Cap,
hang du lich c6 dé nghi di thim ludn ca Israel.

Chuyén tham viéng Israel vira qua da gifip tac gia bai viét nay c6 co hoi im hiéu vé
Thanh-Pia va hoc hoi dugc nhiéu diéu rat dang ghi nhé vé lich str dat Thanh.

Israel

Israel (Do-Thai) 1a mot qudc gia phia Tay Chau A toa lac bén by dong cua Bién Dia
Trung Hai. Israel rap gidi voi Lebanon & phia bic, Syria ¢ dong béc, Jordan & phia dong,
Ai cap ¢ tdy nam. Céan ké la Bo Dbong (West Bank) va Dai Gaza. Israel chiém mot dién
tich nho, voi dan sd trén 7.28 triéu nguoi (thdng ké nam 2008) va hau hét déu 1a ngudi
Do Thai. Israel 1a nudc duy nhat cho ngudi Do théi, ngodi ra ciing ¢6 nhom dan gbc A
rap ctiia Do-Thai, cing mot s6 dan thudc tin ngudng khac dang ké nhat 1a Muslims, Thién
chua gido La ma, Druze, Samaritans.

Lich str qudc gia Israel kha phirc tap. Noi mot cach hét suc Vén tat, nuoc Israel duong
thoi da c6 hon 3000 nim trude va 1a ving dat ciia Vuong quoc Judah c6. Sau Pai chién
thé gidi ther nhat (WWI), Israel da dugc du tri 1a mot quoc gia cua ngudi Do-Thai qua
Bristish Mandate of Palestine . Nam 1947, Lién Hi¢p Quéc da phén chia Israel thanh hai
tiéu bang, mot Do-Thai va mot A-rap. Nam 1948, Israel tuyén b6 doc lap, va sau do la
mot chudi chién tranh véi nhitng vuong qubc A-rap chung quanh, gobm Egypt, Syria,
Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq. Nhimg nudc nay da khong chap nhan Israel nhu mot quoc gia.
Mot nam sau d6, ngung chién véi théa wdc ¢ bién gidi tam thoi mang tén Lan Xanh
(Green Line) voi Jordan ndi két v6i ving hién nay mang tén la By Tay va Dong
Jerusalem, Ai-cap kiém soat Dai Gaza. Israel duoc chap nhan thanh vién cua Lién-Hiép-
Qudc vao thang Nam, 1949.

Su xich mich giira Israel va nhitng xu A-rap chung quanh kéo qua nhiéu cudc chién va ca
hang chuc nam bao luc va hién nay van con tiép dién.

Trong nhitng ndm dau 1950s, dan Do-Thai bi nguoc dii ¢ nhitng qudc gia A-rap kéo thic
vé Israel 1am nhan s6 dang tir dudi 1 triéu 1én dén hon 2 triéu. Israel ciing thudng xuyén
bi nhém Palestine & Déai Gaza sang danh pha. Nam 1956 Israel nim duoc chu quyén kénh
Suez cua Ai-Cap, nhung sau do phai nhuong b dudi ap luc cia My va Soviet Union de
doi lay quyen thong thuong gitta Bién Do va kénh.

Vao nim dau ciia thap nién 1960s, Israel da bit duoc Adolf Eichmann, kién trac su cua
Final Solution (Giai phap cu01 cung di€t chung dén Do-Thai) ¢ Argentina, mang vé Israel
dé xét xtr. Vu xét xtr ndi tiéng nay di 1am ca thé gidi chu y hon dén Holocaust (vu diét
chiung hon 6 triéu dan Do-Thai khip thé gidi ciia Pirc trong thoi ky Dé nhi thé chién).
Adolf Eichmann la t0i nhan duy nhét bi xur tdi & Israel.

Trong vung toa nha Nghi vién ¢ Jerusalem c6 vién bao tang Yad Vashem, day la noi tang
trit nhitng hinh anh cung di tich caa Holocaust dé twong niém dan Do-Thai da bi giét



chét. Nhitng tin tirc, tai liéu, di chiic tran ngp trong tda nha nay 13 ngudn tai lidu vo gia
danh dau mot thoi ky den téi kinh hoang trong lich str nhan loai.

Hién nay, Israel dé ky thoa u6c hoa binh véi Ai-Cap va Jordan, dong thoi nhidu nd luc
dang duoc xuc tién dé tim giai phap 6 6n thoa hop tac voi ngudi Palestine. Tuy nhién trong
tudn cudi cuing ctia ndm 2008, chién tranh lai s6i dong tro lai va tinh trang chua biét sé ra
sao.

Nhimg qubc gia ddng minh gan giii nhét cua Israel 1a USA, Turkey, Germany, va United
Kingdom.

Ngbn ngit chinh cta Israel 1a Hebrew va A-rap. Nhitng thanh phé va dia danh dugc biét
dén cua Israel phai ké Jesusalem, Tel-Aviv, Nazareth, Dead Sea, Sea of Galilee,
Caesarea, Masada, Haifa, v.v...

Trong nhimg ngay ¢ Israel, Séng Viét da di tham dugc kha day du nhitng noi ké trén.
Nhitng dia danh duogc ké dudi day 1a theo 16 trinh ctia doan du lich ma Song Viét da di
theo.

Jerusalem

Thanh phé trude tién phai ké 1a Jerusalem, thu d6 cua Israel, mot thanh phd quan trong
cho ca ba ton gido Do-Thai, Ki-t6 gido va Hoi gido. Thanh 1ap tir thoi Vua David vao
1000 BC, Jerusalem 1a gido dudng dén dai du tién ctua Solomon. Sau d6 La ma kéo dén
pha huy dén dai chi con trir lai Western Wall, mot dia diém quan trong nhat ctia ngudi
Do-Thai.

Jerusalem 13 noi c6 nhiéu dén dai dién cho ca ba ton gido chinh (Do-Thai, Muslims va
Ki-t6 gido) nhu Western Wall, Temple Mount, Al-Agsa Mosque, va nha thd Holy
Sepulchre.

Dimng tai Mount of Olives, ching ta ¢ thé thdy bao quat Nha tho va vuon Gethsemane,
noi Jesus chd doi bi bit; xa xa 1a mot nghia dia l6n nhét trén thé gidi cua Do-Thai; nhitng
ngon ddi bao quanh thanh phd; Dome of the Rock; Church of the Holy Sepulchre, v.v..
Old City cua Jerusalem chia lam 4 vung: Christian quarter, Armenian quarter, Muslim
quarter, va Jewish quarter.

The Church of All Nations

Tir Mount of Olives di xuéng mot con dudng déc kha dai s& dan dén khu vuon
Gethsemane , noi dugc biét 1a noi chtia Jesus trai qua 1an cau nguyén cudi cing trude khi
bi bat. Vuon Gethsemane hién nay con c6 tdm cay Olives 6 thu gia ¢d 2,000 dén 3,000
nam van con tuoi tét va co trai. Noi day ciing chira di tich nhiing dung cu ding ép trai
olives hai tir Mount of Olives dé ép thanh dau.




Ngay canh Vuon Gethsemane 1a nha tho All Nations. Nha tho nay con c6 tén 1a Nha tho
Théng khé (Basilica of the Agony), hay nha tho Gethsemane

Nha thd ctia nhidu Quéc gia (The Church of All Nations) xay tir nam 1919 dén 1924 1én
trén mdt vai nha tho cii do tai trg cua 12 nudc khac nhau nén mang tén 1a All Nations.
Mit tién ciia nha tho 1a mot mosaic khong 16 rat dep chiém tron ven phan trén . Trong
nha tho, TAm d4 Théng kho (The Rock of Agony), noi Jesus cAu nguyén va d6 mau dém
trude khi bi bt ndm trude ban tho chinh.

The Rock of Agony dudi chan ban tho

Ro1 nha tho All Nations, chung t6i di sang Mount Zion, c¢6 nha tho St Peter, c6 phong
The Last Supper, c6 nha tho Thién chia gido Dormition Abbey. City of David c6 ng6i
md da cua vua David, c6 tugng David véi cdy dan that huyén cam.

Nha tho Holy Sepulchre

Nha tho Holy Sepulchre con goi 1a nha thd Resurrection (véi ngudi Thién chtia gido La
ma). Pay 1a noi ma Jesus bi xt hinh thap ty gid, va 1a noi Jesus dugc chon
(sepulcher/sepulchre).

Budc vao ctra nha thd 1a Tam d4 xic dau Thanh (Stone of Unction), noi stra soan dé chon
Jesus. DU nha tho ban dau 1a s¢ hitu chu cta Thién chta gido La ma nhung sau nay la
thudc ca bdn giao phai chinh.

Nhiing ngon dén treo trén tdm d4 Unction 1a dai biéu ciia Armenia, Copts, Greeks va
Latins.(Copts 1 gido phai chinh cua Ki t6 gido & Ai Cap). Dang sau tdm d4 1a mot tranh
mosaics 16n kin ca tuong, miéu ta canh sitc dau Thanh trude khi chon.

Cau thang da bén phai ngay cong vao dan 1én lau trén t&i Calvary (hay Golgotha) 13 noi
Jesus chiu thap ty gid. Pén dau tién ciia Thién chia gido (Roman Catholic) voi canh
Chua bi dong dinh (con duge goi la Station 11 cua Via Dolorosa). Ngay canh dién tho
cua Roman Catholic 1a dién cia Greek Orthodox. Ngay dudi Calvary, & bén trai cua
Stone of Unction 14 cira dan vao Pén Adam. Phia tdy cta Stone of Unction 1a trong tdm
cua nha tho voi mot khoang tron Rotunda hay Anastasis. Dudi nha vom Rotunda 1a Ngoi
md Jesus nam trong mot ling mg. Ctra vao ling mo hay Thanh mo nay (edicule) di duoc
che phu phia ngoai (do con dong dat da lau) nén trong hoi t6i tim. Phia trong gém hai
phong nho, Chapel of the Angel cua Greek Orthodox, va Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre
noi chira mg Jesus Christ. Pay 1a station 14 trong Via Dorolosa va la Thanh dia quan
trong nhat ctia cic ton giao lién hé.



Roi nha tho theo Via Dolorosa, moi ngudi c6 thé di theo dung 16 trinh ma Jesus dd mang
thanh gia di ngang qua.

Western Wall.

Western Wall con duge goi 1a Wailing Wall hay Kotel, hay al-Burag Wall voi ngudi Hoi
gido, 12 mot noi ton nghiém quan trong cua dao Do-Thai. Blrc tudong nay toa lac trong
Old City of Jerusalem, va ciing rat dang ké véi Hoi-gido. Phan ntra buc tudng dai nay cé
thé xay tir thoi Herod the Great (c& 18 BCE) cudi thoi ky Second Temple. Phan con lai
da duoc xay thém vao tir thé ky thir 7 va sau do.

Western Wall phan c6 d6i dién véi Western Wall Plaza dai 57 m, cao 32 m, nam phia tay
ctia Temple Mount 13 noi cau nguyén 16 thién 16n nhat. Tuy nhién tron ven birc tudng trai
dai 488 m mot phan di bi che ddu boi nha ctra xay doc theo. Khéi thity bt tudng chi co
muc dich lam dan d& cho nhiing x4y cat ciia Herod the Great vao thé ky ¢& 19 BCE.

Pay 1a noi thd ton nghiém ctia Do-Thai. Tuy nhién Ai-cap khong chiu nhan nhu thé ma
cho rang day 1a noi tho phung ctia Hoi-gido dan va birc tuong dugc mang tén 1a al-Buraq
Wall.

Mudn vao thim btrc tuong moi ngudi phai di qua tram kiém soat c6 may ra kim khi cta
gid1 chuc an ninh va dan 6ng dan ba phai di qua hai ctra riéng biét.

Tai birc tuong nay dan 6ng dan ba tho va cau nguyén riéng biét qua phén chia cia mot
tAm vach (mechitza) dyng 1én. Noi cau nguyén cta dan ba chi chlem mot phan rat nho.
Nguoi dan hay du khach den cau nguyén thudng dit nhimg miéng gidy nho (kvitlach) gai
vao khe vach d4. Cé6 mot s6 nguoi khi rdi Western Wall da khong quay lung lai ma di lui
ra.

Mot chit lich sir cdn dai: ngdy 26 thang March, 2000 Pope John Paul II thiam viéng va
dat mét la thu vao vach twon; nam 2005, buu dién Israel phat hanh mot con tem mang
lich s nay. Thang July nam 2008, tong thong vira ddic cir ciia USA, Barak Obama dd dit
mét 1oi cau viét tay trén gidy vao vdach. To gidy nay sau dé dwoc ldy ra va in trong bdo
Maariv (McGirk, Tim (2008-07-25). "Obama's Private Prayer Leaked", Time Magazine.

Chung t61 cling di thim Tower of David Museum va Citadel.

The Old City of Jerusalem

Thanh phd c6 Jerusalem 1a mot khoang dat ¢& dudi 1km vudng. Trai qua bao nhiéu thoi
dai, nhitng gidng dan cac noi véi tap tuc va vin hoa khac nhau,va nhitng ngudi cai tri da
Iru lai nhiéu déu vét trén thanh phé nay dé tao nén mot thanh phd Jerusalem hién tai.

Biic tuong bao vay thanh phd cé tir thoi Ottoman khoi xudng xay cit boi Suleiman the
Magnificent, xdy tir nim 1537 dén 1541 méi hoan tat. Birc tudong day 3m, cao tir 5-15 m,
va dai 4.5 km. Theo chwong trinh ctia dai truyén hinh ABC thi thanh phd ¢6 Jerusalem da
dugc coi nhu 1a mot trong bay ky quan cia thé gidi.

Old City of Jerusalem

Thanh phd c6 tat ca 11 cira, nhung hién nay chi ¢6 7 clra mg, canh ctra thir tam (Golden
Gate) ¢ phia dong da bi nguoi Hbi dong cua da lau (theo truyén thong Do Thai, khi st
gia dén thi s& di vao qua cira nay. Dé ngin ngira sir gia nén ho da bit kin cira nay tir thoi
Suleiman. Bay cira nay mang tén: Jaffa Gate, New Gate, Damascus Gate, Herod’s Gate,
Lion’s Gate, Dung Gate, va Zion Gate



Ctra chinh vao thanh phd 14 ctra Jaffa, ciing nhu nhiing cira khac, céng vao dugc thiét ké
hinh chir L, qua ctra phai di mdt goc do cd 90 d§, muc dich dé ngan ngura sy xam nhap vii
bdo nhanh nhu chép cua nhitng chién mi ngay xwa. Ngoai ra mot vai ctra nhu Ctra Zion
(phia ngoai Armenian va Jewish Quarters) c6 chtra 15 trén cira dé chién si c6 thé d6 nudc
s0i ngan chin quan thu. Old City ndy c6 chira rat nhiéu di tich ton gido quan trong:
Temple Mount va Western Wall cho nguoi Do Thai, Nha tho Holy Sepulchre cho Thién
chua gido La md (Roman Catholic), Dome of the Rock va al-Aqsa Mospue cho Hbi giéo.

Nhitng canh cira ciia Old City of Jerusalem din dén 4 quarters khac nhau

Armenian Quarter

Armenian Quarter nam ¢ géc tdy nam cia Old city va 1a quarter nho nhét trong 4
quarters. O day c6 nha thd St James 13 nha thd quan trong nhit ciia ngudi Armenian, bao
tang vién Armenia chtra rat nhiéu di tich va tai liéu viét bang tay. Mic di ngudi
Armenian 1a Ki-t6 gido, nhung ton giao ctia ho khac biét voi Thién chta giao La ma.
Hién tai c6 ¢& 3,000 ngudi Armenian sdng & Old city, ¢& 550 ngudi sdng tai quarter nay.
Christian Quarter

Christian Quarter nim & géc tay bac ciia Old City, kéo tir New Gate & mién bic doc vach
tuong phia tdy dén tan cong Jaffa- Western wall xuéng nam k& can véi quarters cia
Jewish va Armenia, phia déng bac thi giap Muslim quarter v&i cong Damascus. Christian
quarter nay c6 nha thd Holy Sepulchre.

Jewish Quarter

Jewish Quarter nim ¢ khu déng nam cua blc twong trai tr Cira Zion ngang theo
Armenian Quarter dén Cardo ¢ phia bic, Western Wall cing Temple Mount phia dong.
Tai Cardo Maximus hi€n nay con lai di tich vdi mdt con 16 co nhiéu cot véi kién tric thoi
Roman-Byzantine, Con duong nay dugc thay rd trong Medeba Mosaic map, mot ban d6
mosaic tim thay & thanh phé Medeba (Jordan), c6 tir thé ky thir 6.

Biic tuong Western Wall nam trong quarter nay duge coi nhur 14 noi rat quan trong cho su
tr& vé ciia nguoi Israel dén ving Dat Hua.

Muslim Quarter

Muslim Quarter 13 quarter 16n nhit & goc tiy bac ctua Old City. Noi day co rat nhiéu tiém
ban du thr (souk): dd cd, nit trang, quﬁn 40, nuéc hoa, dd da, dd ngot, dd gia vi, cafe A
rap, v.v...

Dome of the Rock va El-Aqsa Mosque cia nguoi Hoi toa lac trong quarter nay.

Néu nédi mot cach tom tit cho dé hiéu thi nhitng con phd tir Cira Damascus xudng Cira
Zion chia Old City thanh déng va tay, phd tir Jaffa Gate dén Cira Lion chia Old City
thanh hai phan bac va nam. Néu vao tir Ctra Jaffa, di r& xu6i qua phd David thi ta c6
Christian Quarter & bén trai, tiép tuc di trén phd David thi Armenian Quarter & bén phai.
Qua Jews street, & bén trai Jews street 1a Muslim Quarter, & bén phai 1a Jewish Quarter.

Nazareth

Ngay hom sau, roi Jerusalem, chung toi di tham Nazareth. Nazareth nim giita bién
Galilee & bén phia dong va bién Pia Trung Hai phia tdy ngang thanh phd Haifa.

Ciing nhu tai Jerusalem va nhimng thanh phd khac, nhiing di tich ngdy xua cia t6n gido
déu duoc bao tri va mot dén dai hay nha tho duogc xay 1én trén.



Dia diém quan trong nhat ciia Nazareth 1a nha thd méi The Church of Annunciation xay
trén can nha ciia Mary vao nam 1966. Nha tho Annunciation dugc ké 1a noi thién than
Gabriel hién 1én va bao Mary rang Mary s€ sinh ra Jesus.

The Church of Annunciation

Nha thd méi ndy gom hai tang, tAng dudi bao tri hang dong Thanh & myc ctia nha tho ci,
tang trén hién nay 1 nha thd Thién chiia gido La ma. Trong gido duong, nhiing birc tuong
dugc trang hoang bang nhimng tic phdm mosaics to 16n miéu ta Mary va Jesus do cic
nudc trén thé gidi tang. Tac pham cua Nhat va Hoa Ky rat dic séc.

Gan d6 1a nha tho St Joseph (xdy ndm 1914 trén dia dlem tiém lam thg moc cua Joseph.
Va ngoai ra Cai giéng nudc ciia Mary gan d6 cung cap nudc cho thanh phd tir thé ky thu
nhat cho dén tan bay gio.

Nazareth 13 thanh phé c6 nhiéu dan A-rap nhat cia Do-Thai v6i dan s6 hon 60,000 ngudi
theo dao Hoi hay Thién chua gido La ma. Thanh phd coi nhu khong c6 ngudi Do-Thai.
Véi gido dan Ki-t6 thi Nazareth 1a thanh phd quan trong nhat dé ho hanh huong. Kién
triic cua Nazareth 13 mot hdn hop kiéu Gothic/Neoclassical hay Trung Dong.

Gan nha thd Annunciation c6 khu chg bazaar cua nguoi A -rép rat nhon nhip, du khach
tha hd ma tra gia cho nhitng san pham tir nit trang dén quan 4o, con dan dja phuwong thi
tra gia cho thyc phim nhu thit tha hay ga con séng. Gian hang cho ctia ngudi Hoi dong
cta ngay Thir Sdu, nguoi Thién chta gido La ma dong ctra ngay Chu nhat, va ngay thuo
Béy 1a ngay nhon nhip dong dao nhat.

Tabgha

Roi Nazareth xe bus dan téi Tabgha gin junction Hwy 90 va 87, d6 10 km bic cua
Tiberias, bd bién phia bic cua Sea of Galilee, dé tham nha tho Heptapegon.

Nha tho Heptapegon ¢ Tabgha. Heptapegon c6 nghia la bay giong sudi ngay xua do vao
mot tu diém rdi chay ra bién Galilee. Nay chi con 5 sudi. Noi ndy con c¢6 tén 1a The
Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes, noi ¢6 bita an mau nhi¢m ma
Jesus dd phan phdi cho 5 ngan ngudi voi 5 6 banh va hai con ca. Hinh mosaic 6 banh va 2
c4 va tim da thé nhiém mau ndm ¢ dudi chan ban thd chinh trong nha tho. Bén phai cua
ban tho c6 mdt mat kinh trén san nha cho théy phia dudi 1a mot manh ctia nha tho cd xua.
Nha thd nay dic biét hoan toan c6 san mosaics 1am tir thé ky thir 5. San mosaics dat hai
dai 161 di ngoai hai hang cot dan dé ban thy co mosaic trung hinh chim va cay, dic biét 1a



hoa chuéng, hoa lotus. Sy hién dién hoa lotus, mét loai hoa khéng c6 ¢ vung nay cho
thay anh huong cua mot nen van hoa khac hon ngoai Hy lap va La ma.

Sea of Galilee

Vio budi trua chiing t6i di tham bién Galilee va di tau may trén Bién Galilee.

Bién Galilee con dugc goi la bién Genneseret, ho Kinneret hay hd Tiberias 1a hd nudc
ngot 16n nhat cta Israel (21 km dai, 13 km rong, vong kinh ¢& 53 km). H5 ndm thap hon
muc nudc bién (sea level) 203 m va 1a hd nude ngot thap nhét trén thé gidi, va 1 ho thap
thi nhi trén thé giéi sau hd nudc min Bién chét (Dead Sea). Tuy nhién bién Galilee rat
nong, chd sau nhit chi c6 chiéu sau c¢& 150 bo (150 ft). Bién dugc goi la Kinneret co
nghia 14 “lyre” vi n6 giéng dang nhac cu that huyén cAm ma Vua David choi.

o

Vua David va dan lyre

Bién hd Galilee nhan nudc tir séng Jordan chiy vao tir mién bic sudi nam. Bién Galilee
1a ngudn chinh cung cap nudc ngot cho nhitng ving trung phan va cho ca nudc Israel
qua hé théng din thuy.

Bién Galilee lam ving dat chung quanh tré' nén xanh méat, cay cdi xanh tuoi, mia mang
t6t dep. Pac biét & bién nay c6 rat nhiéu ca, ba loai ndi tiéng 1a c4 sardines, barbels, va
musht (con dugc goi 1a ca cta St Peter). Chung t6i sau khi di tau may nhé tham bién thi
an trua 0 mot kibbutz voi mon ca musht dac biét.

The Mount of Beatitudes
The Mount of Beatitudes nim phia déng bac ciia Sea of Galilee, phia trén Capernaum.
Truyén thng viét rang Jesus day gido d6 ¢ ddy. Chir Beatitudes, tiéng Latin c6 nghia 1a
ban phudc. Nha tho tai Mt. of the Beatitudes kién tric theo kiéu neo-Renaissance véi
basalt den (huyén vii nham) va da voi trang, co cira vong cung ca bon phia, nha vom &
gitia, chung quanh la tam canh dé hoai niém tim Beatitudes. San mosaic véi mo hinh
biéu tuong cho bay duc tanh cua ngudi nhu trong thuyet gido. Chung quanh nha tho co
hanh lang di dao, va nha th¢ nhin ra bién Galilee rat ém dém, thanh nhan.



The Church - The Mount of Beatitudes Capernam
Capernaum

Gido dudng cd Capernaum nam phia bic Bién Galilee, gan hwy nbi lién Galilee véi
Damascus.

Hién nay Capernaum chi con 1a mét di tich hoang tan, nhung mot thoi noi nay c¢é nhiéu
dan cu ngu trong khoang tir 150 BC dén AD 750. Nhitng c6t 16n con lai cho thdy lam
bang da calcium trang mang tir noi khac dén.

Thanh phé nay la noi cu ngu cua céc thanh nhu Peter, Andrew, James, John, va Matthew.
Theo Kinh thanh La ma thi Jesus day ¢ gidao duong tai Capernaum trong nhitng ngay
nghi.

Bén cach di tich gido duong c6 c6 mot nha thd tim canh xdy 1én trén cin nha cia St
Peter.

Yad Vashem

Sang ngay hom sau, chiing t6i lai tiép tuc thim viéng nhing noi khac.

Nhu d3 viét & trén, Jerusalem c¢6 Yad Vashem, mot bao tang chtra chung tich va hinh anh
dé tuong nhé dén nan nhan Do-Thai ciia Holocaust.

Yad Vashem toa lac & chan Mount Herzt gém Bédo tang vién lich st Holocaust, dai
tuong niém tré¢ em, va Hanh lang tudng nhd.

Israel Museum c6 Shrine of the Book, day la noi chira mét s6 16m Dead Sea scrolls tim
thdy trong hang trén ndi cao & Qumran.

Ngoai ra, Jerusalem con c6 md hinh vi ty 1€ 1:50 cia Jerusalem cd xua , AD 66 (1a thoi
gian ctia Second Temple trudc khi Roman xam chiém thanh phd). M6 hinh ndy, ndm trén
dat cia Holyland Hotel Jerusalem, c6 chira tat ca di tich lich sir quan trong.

Sau khi 4n trua, chung t6i di tham thanh phd Bethlehem.

Bethlehem

Bethlehem la thanh pho c6 Nha tho chua Hai dong (The Church of the Nativity), mot
thanh dia ton nghiém, noi chua sinh ra doi. Pay ciling la nha thd Co doc gido cli nhat con
sot lai.



Cira vao nha tho Nativity

Budc vao nha thd Nativity moi ngudi déu phai chui qua canh cira Khiém nhuong, mot
canh ctra nho chit nhat dyng 1én vao thoi Ottoman dé tranh nhiing xe to 16n ciia nhiing ké
mudn hdi clia cai ciia nha tho, va bat moi ngudi du quan trong dén dau ciing phai tuan
theo luat 1€ ma Xuéng ngua di bo vao. Canh cua nay da dugc thu nho lai so véi khung
nguyén thiy ¢6 hinh vong cung hién van con thay trén canh ctra hi¢n tai. Budc vao trung
b cua giao duong (nave), 1a mot phong rong ménh moéng nhung t6i tim v6i hai hang cot
hai bén, trén mot s cot co v& hinh anh cac Thanh, Pic me va Chiia Hai dong. Cot mau
hdng sang bong bang da voi (limestone). Nhimg cot nay c6 I€ nguyén thuy tir nha tho
Constantine vao thé ky tht tu. Trén tuong hai bén cling con mot so tranh ve.

Mot tim ctra bdy trén san nha cho thdy san da van hoa (mosaics) voi nhitng designs nhu
chim mudng, hoa, cay leo cua nha tho nguyén thuy.

Sy phirc tap thé hién rd qua nhitng khac biét trung bay ban thd ctia Pao Co dbc Hy-Lap,
va Armenia.

Di qua mot s6 buc thang bén ban thd chinh dan dén Hang dong Chta Hai dong (The
Grotto of the Nativity) 1a mot hang dong nhé ndm dudi nha tho. Pay 1a hang dong vinh
danh noi chtia Jesus Christ ra doi. Mot ngdi sao bac trén san ghi noi duoc cho rang chua
ra doi. Hanh chir Latin phia trén ghi r6 "Here of the Virgin Mary Jesus Christ was born
— 1717." San lat cdm thach, chung quanh va trén ngdi sao bac 1a 15 ciy dén (6 dén
thudc Greek, 5 thuoc Armenian, va 4 thudc Latin).

Ngay ddi dién trudc ngdi sao bac 13 Chapel of the Manger 1a so hitu cta Thién chia gido
La ma.
Lo1 diralén trén dan dén nha tho St Catherine.



Nha tho Nativity, va Chapel of St Catherine 13 noi hang nim c6 t6 chirc mass nira dém
Giang sinh dugc phat hinh trén hon 50 qudc gia. Noi to chic 1a Manger Square ngay phia
ngoai cua Nha tho Nativity.

Bethlehem ciing c¢6 Shepherd’s Field duoc thiét ké nhu mot cai 18u ctia ngudi chan ciru.
Anh sang chiéu vao nha tho xuyén qua cua kinh ctia nha vom dé goi nhd dén anh sang
chiéu xubng nguoi chan ctru khi thién thin hién ra bao tin chua sinh ra doi. Buc tuong
chung quanh v€ tranh mi€u ta cau chuyén ngudi chan ctru.

Ngoai hai dia danh ndi tiéng trén, con co vai nha thd xay trén nhitng hang dong duoc coi
nhu 1a chon linh thiéng.

Néi thém vé thanh phé Bethlehem

Palestine la tén dwoc ding tir thoi La Ma d@é am chi vimg ddt giita bién Mediterranean va
song Jordan. Néu néi réng hon vé dia duw thi Palestine dwoc coi nhw la viing ddt gom
nuoc Do Thai hién tai va nhitng dia phan lanh thé thudc Palestine, mot phcfn Jordan, mot
phan Lebanon, va Syria. Trong nghia han hep thi Palestine la ving trong bién gidi ngdy
trudc cua Bristist Mandate cua Palestine (1920-1946) phia tdy cua song Jordan.

Lénh thé Palestine gom it nhdt la hai ving ré rét: the West Bank, Gaza Strip va East
Jerusalem. Phirc tap la Israel khong coi East Jerusalem la mét phan cia West Bank ma
la mét phan ciia hop nhdt Jerusalem, thi dé cua Israel. GiGi han phia dong ciia West
Bank la bién gioi Jordan. Gidi han phia nam Gaza Strip la bién gioi voi Ai Cap.

Mot dia danh quan trong ciia lanh tho Palestine la thanh phé Bethlehem.

Bethlehem (House of Lamb/House of Bread) la thanh phé Palestine ndm & trung phan
West Bank, xa c& 10 km phia nam cia Jerusalem. Véi dan sé khodang 30,000 nguwoi, ddy
la thu do cua Bethlehem Governorate cua Palestinian National Authority. Bethlehem la
noi ¢é nha tho The Nativity la noi ma chiia Jesus of Nazareth ra doi. Thanh phé c¢é nha
tho Cong gido co kinh nhdt thé gidi.

Thanh phé nay la noi David ra doi, va la dia diém David dwoc phong viwong vua cia
Israel.

Bethlehem ciing la noi hanh hwong déng dao tin do Ki-t6 gido La md. Vao mia 1é Gidng
Sinh, tin do ¢ cdc noi trén thé giGi dé vé lam 1é va tham viéng nha tho The Church of

The Nativity.

Caesarea

Ngay hom sau do, ching t61 di tham Caesarea

Caesarea bén b bién Pia Trung Hai

Caesarea la thanh phd dep c6 xua nam ngoai mot hai cang xua ciia Israel c6 tén 1a
Caesarea Maritima. N6 nam giita con duong tir Haifa dén Tel-Aviv bén bo Isracl Dia
Trung Hai. Thanh phd ¢ dan sb ¢ hon 4,500 ngudi va 1a thanh phé duy nhit duoc quan
trj bdi mot to chue tu. T hop Phat trién Caeserea da tao mot country club va mot san
golf 18 15 duy nhit cua Israel tai day.

Di tich ¢b tai day xay doc theo bo bién, gdbm nhitng twong da cam thach 1o6m mat dau,
mot amphitheatre, nhitng nha tdm 10 thién cong cong, mot dau truong, mot hai cang voi
mot cai mosque cao, v.v... Ngoai dia diém di tich lich st tai Caesarea, thanh phd nay
duoc coi nhu 12 mdt noi ¢6 nhiéu dinh thu nguy nga. Baron de Rothschild (hau du¢ cua



giong ho Rothschild mua thanh phd nay ngay trugc) van con c6 mot cin nha & day, va
mot sb tai phiét hay dai thuong gia cling van c6 nha ¢ day.

Cai amphitheatre c6 xua 1a noi nay thuong duoc t chirc nhimng budi hoa nhac quoc ndi
va qudc té. Nhac Jazz Festival cling duogc to chirc ¢ ddy. Ngoai ra cai aqueduct dan nude
vao thanh phd van con ton tai va rat dep.

Haifa

Haifa 1a mot hai cang tan tién va la thanh phd 16n thir ba cta Israel.

N6 chira nhiéu trung tim thuong mai, k¥ nghé va dién tir ctia nhiéu cong ty ndi tiéng.

La mot phan ctia Mount Carmel, Haifa ¢ duong phd cdy cdi xanh tuoi, nhidu canh dep
mot bén nhin ra bién va mot bén nhin sang Galilee.

Rét dep phai ké 1a (Ling) Shrine of the Bab cua dao Baha’i. Shrine of the Bab la mot ky
quan cua Haifa va dugc Unesco sap vao danh sach Woprld heritage Sites. Vuon kiéng
ctia Lang gom 19 tang x4y 1én cao dan tir chan ntii Carmel, vuon dep va rit my thuat , du
khach ai ai ciing phai tram trd than phuc.

Nha vom cua ling tam nay dugc hoan tt ndm 1953, chira m cta Siyyard Ali
Muhammed, mot nha lanh dao dao Baha’i, nguoi Persian. S.A. Muhammed bi hanh quyét
khi con rét tré vao nam 1850 bai chinh quyén Hbi gido.

Dead Sea

Bién Chét vi nudc hé mén qua

Sinh vt ndo séng dwoc noi ddy
Trén bo mudi kia déng tring xod,
Duoi nuwdce than nguoi nhe nhu may.

Bién Chét 13 ho nudc man nam giita Israel, West Bank bén phia tay, Jordan bén phia
dong. Muc bién Chét nam 420 m dudi muc nudc bién. Bo bién cta bién Chét cling 13 noi
thip nhat trén san dia cau. Bién sau 380 m va 13 bién nudc man nhét trén thé giéi. Bién
dai 67 km va rong 18 km.

Day 1a noi c6 nudc min nhét bién ho cua thé gidi dia cAu. Nudc man tir 6 dén 10 1an hon
nudc bién dai duong. Mubi bién Chét ciing twong ty nhu mudi bién dai dwong véi nhiing
khoang chit tuong tu chi khac nhau & ndng d6. Man dén ndi lam than thé con ngudi tu



nhién c6 thé ndi duoc trén mat nude. Tac gia hang chir nay da thdy tan mét hai ngudi
dang noi1 1€nh bénh trén mat Bién Chét (hién tuong buoyancy) ma chang can khua tay
khua chén, chi can nam ngtra do hai tay ra va dua hai chan 1én.

Ly do 1am nudc bién Chét man qua sic.

Bién Chét nhan nudc chay xudng tir song, tir sudi & chung quanh d6 vao, nhung bién
Chét khong c6 song nao cho nude thoat ra. Nudc bién Chét thoat di qua cach duy nhét 1a
bdc hoi, Nudc bde hoi di dé lai nhitng thanh phan trong nudce lai tich tu dan dan nhimg
khoéang chit nay lam nudc bién Chét mdi ngay mot man hon

Bién Chét da 16i cudn du khach khap noi dén thim viéng da ca ngan nim nay. Theo Kinh
thanh thi noi ddy 1a noi vua David d4 tam trai ngy, nudc noi day da duoc ding nhu ngudn
cung cip dé ché tao mot sb san phém nhu dung dé uép xac & Ai- -Cap, phan bon
potassium. Nguoi ta ciing dung mu6i va khoang chat 1dy tir bién Chét dén ché tao my
pham Ly do vi & thap dlem nén diéu kién khi hau ciing dic biét anh huong dén nudc
bién, miia d6ng nudc bién 4m hon trén by, va mua hé nude bién mat hon trén bo, 1y do vi
anh sang mat tro1 xam nhap vao nudc bién cham hon.

Khi hau va diéu kién doc déo cua bién Chét dd lam ving nay tré thanh trung tdm cho
nhiéu tri liéu nhu diéu tri theo khi hau (climatotherapy), tri liéu heliotherapy (hiu qua
sinh hoc cua tia sang mat troi), va thalassotherapy (tam nudc bién Chet) Tac gia hang
chir nay ciing thdy nhiéu ngudi mo tay tat va vat bun 1én co thé vi tin rang bun cua bién
Chét 6 tac dung chira lanh bénh ngoai da va lam dep da.

Thanh phan khoang chat theo mot tuong trinh thyc hién vao nhimg nam 1980 trén mat
nude bién Chét tinh theo g/kg 1a CI” (181.4), Br (4.2), SO4* (0.4), HCO; (0.2), Ca*"
(14.1), Na™ (32.5), K* (6.2) and Mg*" (35.2). Téng sb mudi 12 276 g/kg. Thanh phan
mudi 1a calcium chloride (CaCly) 14.4%, potassium chloride (KCI1) 4.4%, magnesium
chloride (MgCl,) 50.8% va sodium chloride (mudi thudng, NaCl) 30.4%.

Sinkholes

Ngdi trén xe bus dang chay, nhin doc theo bd bién thdy c6 nhitng 15 tron tron ndng co,
sau co, lon co, nho co chay dai theo ven bo bién Dead Sea, va nhiéu chd gén sat cong 10.
D6 1a nhitng sinkholes/16 thut 1dm. Sy thanh 1ap sinkholes dugc giai thich la do myc nude
ctia Dead Sea bi thap dan giy nén nudc ngam it man hon, va tré nén ngot hon, khi ty 1¢
nudc ngot/nude man bi suy giam, chat mubi tao tung 16p dudi mat dat bi nudc ngot hoa
tan gy hao mon dan tang 16p dud6i mat dat. Vi mudi tan dan dé lai nhimg khoang trng
tao nén nhitng vét 16m xudng. Tuong trinh cho hay da c6 hon 1,700 sinkholes & trén bo
bién Deas Sea., ¢6 noi chi cach cong 16/hwy 90 khong hon 100 m. Ly do muc nudc Dead
Sea thip dan vi nudc tir Jordan River dung ra phai chay vao Dead Sea va nhanh quanh
quéan da dugc dan chuyén di dau d6 1am nudc ubng va dan thay dé trong trot ¢ Israel,
Jordan va Syria.

Qumran National Park
Dia diém chot ching t6i tham viéng trudce khi roi Israel 1a Qumran National Park dé xem
noi mot nguoi chan ltra da tim thay nhiing Dead Sea Scrolls rat cli ¢ trong hang dong trén



nai cao. Nhitng Dead Sea Scrolls nay dugc luu trit tai The Shrine of the Book, va mdt
phan dugc cho mang di trién 1am cac noi trén thé gidi.

Két luan

Vi chung t61 khéng thude dao Ki-t6, nén bai viét chi thuan ty c6 tinh cach du lich, khong
mang nhiing 101 Vlet trong Kinh thanh La ma. Di xem dé _than phyc nhiing cong trinh dd
s0 cua nhing tridu dai cd xua, rat xua, va ciing dé suy ngam vé sy khac biét, sy xung dot
giita cac sic dan, cac ching toc khac nhau trén manh dat mang tén Thanh Dia.

Chuyén di rat binh yén va rat déng. Nhom di Israel hon 40 nguoi. Pa di va xem duoc kha
day du nhitng noi dang xem cta Israel va sau d6 1a thim viéng Ai Cap, ching toi nghi
né}l du khach nao cha ¥ dén nhiing di tich lich sir cia Israel thi ciing nén di mot 1an cho
biet.

Séng Viét bam Giang
29 December, 2008
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