Leda trong Than Thoai Hy-L ap
Song Vit Pam Giang aru tam

Leda la mt tén kha quen the trong thn thoi Hy-L p. Nhnng cgi & csachvthn
thoiHy-L p ucdth liént ngngay Ledavim thuynthoin iti ng: huyn thoi Leda
va Thién Nga.

Huy n thoi Leda va Thién Nga

Leda la v ¢ aTyndareus, vua Sparta. Leda la mma nhiu nhan vt huyns niti ng, gm
nang Helen ptuyttr n, n ki t Clytemnestra, va @ song sinh Castor va Pollux. Tuy nhién
theo thn thoi thi khéng phit tc  ula con ca vua Tyndareus.

Th nthoik rngthnv ngZeus &say mé Leda nén loi thanh mt con thién nga va
lam tinh vi Leda d ihinh dng ngu trang nay. Vi slam tinh cathnv ng Zeus vi Leda
x y ra khi Zeus la thién nga, nén saulLeda & mang thaimt qu tr ng,vat tr ngnay an
ra c p song sinh Castor va Pollux (Kastor va Polydeucdsh thoic ng k r ng Helen la con
c a Ledavi Zeus, va vua Tyndareus da cha ca Clytemnestra.

Huy n thoi Leda cO y ngta trong Thn thoi Hy-L p vi Leda la m ¢ a Helen, ng"i

p & gay nén chi tranh thanh Troy kéo dai A0 rfm. Chuyn k Leda vi Thién Nga & lam
Leda cntcnh nhiuhnn a.

Huy n thoi Leda va Thién Ngaa la ngun h ng kh i cho rt nhi u ngh d va thi 4. Trong th
v#fn &ang k nh t la La Défloration de Ledec a Pierre ddRonsardva Leda and the Swania
William Butler Yeats Xin gi i thi u mt shtac phm h i h ava iéu kifc inh kém, cung bai
vi tnéiv baith ¢ a W.B. Yeats.
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*T m h ac a Peter Paul Rubeng ph)ng theo bc h alam |i ¢ a Michelangelo.

* B ¢ tranh ca Jacopo Montormo(vtheo bc h a c a Leonardo da Vinci. Th 6
tr 'ngdyhih a Italy co khuynhh ngdyh cvién \( than hinh uyn chuynvath ng

chit 6. Trongmtb c h acaRaphael mgw mtng "i an éng trong tranh trong th
t ngt.

* C6 nhi u truy n thuy t khac nhau néi vcha ca nh ng ng "'i con ¢ a Leda. Cé truyn
thuy t cho r ng Leda sanh ra mitr ng c6 cp sinh 6i Dioskouroi tén Kastor va Polydeuces, ¢
hai ulacon ca Zeus.

* CO6 truy n thuy t cho rng Leda a c6 mang hai tng, mti m t tr ng mang mt con
c a thn Zeus (Polydeuces trong trtr ng va Helen trong tng th hai), va mt ¢ a vua trn
th Tyndareus (Castor va Clytemnestra), ttong b ¢ v( ¢ a Leonardo Da Vinci-Cesare Sesto,
va Montormo. Li c6 truy n thuy t cho rng céi tr ng th hai ch mang mt minh Helen la ca
n th n Nemesis b | i cho Leda, khi Nemesis o tn Zeus nén & bi n thanh mt con
ngtng r i b* th n Zeus bin d ng thanh thién nga gng b c.
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Leda va Thién Nga
Leda And The Swan

A sudden blow: the great wings beating still
Above the staggering girl, her thighs caressed
By the dark webs, her nape caught in his bill,
He holds her helpless breast upon his breast.

How can those terrified vague fingers push
The feathered glory from her loosening thighs?

And how can body, laid in that white rush,
But feel the strange heart beating where it lies?

A shudder in the loins engenders there
The broken wall, the burning roof and tower
And Agamemnon dead.

Being so caught up,
So mastered by the brute blood of the air,
Did she put on his knowledge with his power
Before the indifferent beak could let her drop?

William Butler Yeats (1928)
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Chmnic Hy-l p Michelangelo

Nang Leda va Chang Thién Nga

Thinh linh tap, kiadi canh In ap im lim
Trén than hinhnangdé o,cp uim ntr n
B i chan xam dinh mang, thém b* gi ki m,

Ng ct angc,than bt| ¢, nang khéng thd n.

Nh ng ngon tay d''ng kinh s lam sao vy th$ng
Canh léng Ing -y kh)ic p ui ang dang)ng?
Va lam sao tm than on trong thoi thac #ng,
Tranh  crnrangl c atraitimnm 6?

M tgi tb$nthdand i, nh &i anvaban
T "ngthanh nat, lau ai mai ngdi chay tan
Va Agamemnon ch.
B* ki m ham khéng i,
Thém kkng ch b i khi mau manh lit khéng gian,
Li unangcotmnhp ckinth cuythn
Tr c khi cai m) vé tinh nh nang cku tr n?

Song Vit ph)ng dch ngha

William Butler Yeats c giith ngwv#nch ng Nobel vao #im 1923. Bai

th nay xutb n n#m 1928, a c Yeats coi nh la m t bai tuyt m. ma 6éng
rtt hao.

Huy n Tho i Leda va Thién Nga

&ay la mt cau chuynthnthoi Hy L p k r ng v th n ¢ a cac thn (Zeus), & c ,ng b c,
lam tinh vi Leda, v vua trn th Tyndareus trong cung mh ém Leda an &i v ch ng va lam
Leda sinh ra hai tng c6 n a t/, m t tr ng c6 hai t/ sinh &i trai, m t la th n tén Pollux
(Polydeuces), va mi tr/ tr n th tén Castor (Kastor). Tng th hai mang hai gai la th Helen



con Zeus va Clytemnestra, coracTyndareus.Vao thk0 th 16, Leonardo da Vincia v( nhi u
bchav tai thn thoinay, cé bcv( haitrng dv,v) vid4 at/,cotmch co hai

at/.Nhnngbchahintich lanhngbnsao\!ivicac bn chinh coi nh & hoan
toan b pha hy. Michelangelo cngu mtt mvasauécng ¢ nhiuh ad khac theo 6
v(li.

Thi g William Butler Yeats & vi t bai th Leda and the Swan n#m 1923, nhng sau
6cosa ib%nlnvasaucungbaith c¢xutb nvao#m 1928. Bai th c 6nnhn
v inhiu ithaytrong cm nhn, theo thi gian, nh m t h+tn h p v hi n th c tdm ly, xa hi
cung v i m tcai nhin huyn bi.

Bai th sonnet gm 14 hang vi ¢ u tric abab cdcd efg efg. Tam caw (octave) phat
tri N tai, va 6 cau sestet cong c m ngH ¢ a tac ga.

W.B.Yeats k cho chung ta chuy Leda va Thién ngah mt ot ng ca éng vao
th"i O qua bi nc a khdong gian vtrl. Leda ay mang cai%ph n va trach nhim ma thn thi
cao Hy Ip Zeus trén nh Olympia & giao phé cho qua sgi la mt Thién nga $ng.

Hang 1-4

Trong N cau o n u, thifnngad nv ilLeda mtcach btthinh linh, hai canh dangng
ang p nh ng than thién nga khéng di chuny Thién nga dungéi chan cé mang v''nlén

Cp uic aleda, mtLedatrongtinhtmgl o o ngc nhién. Thién nga dungdm k mgi

c Leda, va ghi Leda vao nglam nang v6 ph ng cltng c . Tén loai vt c6 hanh ng nh

trén khébngh  cxac *nh, mach camchquanhngch nh &icanhln,vachan

m ng xam Xxi.

Hang 5-8

Trong n cau o n hai, ng™"i an ba & khéng chng c ¢ vi nh ng ngén tay ca nang

d "ngnh tédivikhi ps m thinh thu co I6ng sang chéang dang @ uinangra. Sté di
lan m nh  n rtinang chcon la mtt m than vt v'* n m trong mt thdi thic téng. Nang cm
th ynh'p p xoén xao | k2 ¢ a trai tim.

Hang 9-11

Ba hang tip trong phn hai (sestet) khéng noi vhanh ng ¢ ,ng b ¢ n a ma chuyn sang
t nglai cathanh Troy do hu qu ¢ a hanh ng trén. Mt gi t than do an ai ¢ Ién & gay
nén mth uqu trongt nglainh t "ngthanh vy, ngdéi b va ai cao bung chay, cung sad
la Agamemnon®t vong. Trong thn thoi Hy L p thi nang Helen, lu qu ¢ a cu c an ai trén,
la nguyén do gay ce chi n tranh tang th ng kéo dai m"i n#m tr’i  thanh Troy.
Sau khi tl§ng tr n Troy tr v nha, Agamemnon, chg ng "'i ch*/em song sinh (Clytemnestra)
v i Helen, va la anh @ ch ng Helen (Menelaus),a b v (Clytemnestra) am nu gi t. M t
khac c6 ng"i cho r ng hi u theo ngha béng thi thanh vy ngéi b, airila ch hanh ngca
giaohp,xuttinhticao i manai.Lalat ngtr ng cho hoa hp qu n quyt.

Yeats ch mang tén Agamemnon Ién va ndingla Agamemnon ch. Cau nay €r t thi
ngha nung i ¢ khdng $m v ng cau chuyn th n thoi quanh céi cht ¢ a Agamemnon.



Agamemnon, vua Mycenae (hay Argos§ c ,ng b c va | y Clytemnestra sau khi dicht
ng "ich ng utién ca Clytemnestra (tén la Tantalus).

Trong trin chién thanh Troy, Agamemnon |a |dmta0 cia doan binh Hy &p. Chin
thuyen bwm aia Agamemnon tréninh Aulis khéng #n diroc vi khong c6 gié thin lgi.
Khéng c6 gid thdn loi vi nir than sin bin Artemis gin do ndt vét linh hay ganh;t tai
sin hin wi ai @6 trongdoan quan Hydp nén dung phep lam gidétrchieu,. Nghe i
than Calchas chdain rang gi6 € néi 1én thuin lpi néu Agamemnon hy sinh con gai
Iphigeneia cho # than Artemis, Agamemnod# danh kra w Clytemnestra khi nn
Clytemnestra @i con gai theaé gi cho Achilles. Khi Iphlgenelden thi bi bé bat hy
sinh. Clytemnestra 8i dwoc tin nay @t uat hin va bwn khs. Trong khi Agamemnon xa
nha, Clytemnestradb tinh \6i Aegisthus, @t ngroi em b cia chvng. Vi & hdn thu
Agamemnon gt chong dau aia nang va éi hy sinhdé con gai clét @ lam Clytemnestra
bay meu V6i Aegisthusié giét chét Agamemnon sau khi Agamemnoréotthing tré vé
nha. Trong aing nén vt thém, theo trusn thuyét khac thi Iphigeneiaicoc chinh tlin
Artemisdanh trédo kp thoi, khéng cldt ma dwroc aru thoat mang & thanh Tauris bén
Bién Pen, va mt tha \4t da duoc thay ti#, nhung Clytemnestraid khéng bit s kién
nay.

Hang 12-14.

Ba cau choéttac gi & isang th quakh t cau Bir ng khi b th ncu,ng b ¢, li u Leda
co bit c huqu nhnggi xy nchonang khéong? Ic v trl, mau mnh khéng trung
t ngtrngbithn Zeus du bitt ng lai nhng khéng bntdm n hu qu & thn nhién
budng nang ra sau khiYda man nang cam ctu v i s ph n.

Theotailiuv cuc "ivas nghipcaW.B. Yeats, thi ntbnchmkhcnic Hy-lp

Leda va Thién Ngarong Vi n B o Tang Anh qtic (Bristish Museum), ntb ct ng Leda va
thién nga t lau ai Markree ca giong h Coopers, ti thanh pk n i 6ng $ng ngay nh

(Sligo), cung vib ¢ h a c a Michelangelo ma éngco in nb n (nh trén) & nh h ngva
g i h ng cho bai th mang nhiu séng gi6 trong #n ch ng va xa hi ng th'i, Leda va
Thién nga

D i aylahaibaiphng dchtheoth 8 ch,vallc bat, c hai nco 14 cau.
Théan Phn Leda |

B tth n 6i canhimlimw m nh
Chan mangen vVv'nthan o ui ém
M) k pchtc nangk bén cnh,
Ng c ap ngc nang yu u%i xuéi m m.

Ban tay kinh s lam sao nang fimg
Canh léng sang c ang dng uira?
T m than on trong théi thic tinh $ng,
Tranh sao m rang nkp trai tim ca?



Gi tthan minh d i, nh ai antap
T "ng , air i, ngéil achaybung
Ch t Agamemnon. Kim ham khong n,
Than phn khtng ch, méau linh thiéng ap
Nang hiu ¢ chi, uy | c khdng trung
Tru ¢ m) th nnh m ¢ nang lanh cfu?

Than Phn Leda Il

Thinh linh 6i canh + yén
Chéan enve vt Ui ém voc mm,
C nangd im)k pkm
Ng ¢ au ap cht ép chén than trao.

Ngoén tay run s, lam sao
& yléngr cr, kh)i vao chan dang?
Sao cho théi thac tinh mang,
Kh)i nghe tim p x%n xang lién hi?

Gi tthén, an ai n, r'i
Thanh v, ngéithng, r ctr'il abung
Agamemnon mnh chung.
L ychiki mhdm ¢ vung mau linh
Hi u chfng $ m nh thinh linh
Uyl cth nnh ph nminh anh cam?

Séng Vit ph)ng dch
17 July 2009

William Butler Yeats c¢ niti ng sau nay khong phla tac phm kich tr "ng ma la nhng
bai th tinh ¢ m. BaiLeda va Thién Nga ng khéng phi la bai cé trong danh sachptth 100
bai niti ng ca o6ng.Leda va Thién Ngad c giingh thutchdyvibnchtgicm
t nghinhcabaith,vavith &langunh ngcmchohih a, iéu kféc.

Song Vit
22 July 2009

Bai tho Leda va Thién Nga dréi mét géc anh khac
Song Vit

Khiacnhhihavaynglacabaith & ¢ c¢p n. Nhngmun bitnguyén do ma
W.B. Yeats lam bai ththi B4 ¢ nhkch s 1a i u khéng th khéng néi  n.

D i aylamt onvitph)ng theo clin sachPhé binh rdi vé tho cia W.B.Yeat$A new
commentary on the poems of W.B. Yeats) do Alexahteman Jeffares Wi.



Bai th Leda va Thién nga c vi t vao ngay 18 thAdng %m 1923, va u c xut hi n
| n utién trongThe Dial(thang Sau 1924).

Yeats cO vit m t phl chu gii thich trong The Cat and the Moon and Certain Poems,
1924 r ng 6ng vit Leda va Thién Ngavi vV ch but (George Russell) am tt p chi chinh tr
(The Irish Statesmenti y&u cu 6ng vit m t bai th . Ong vit “tdi nghi rang sau c& nhan ch
nghia (individualism), phong trao e¢hnghia m' dan (demagogism), do Thomas Hobbles (1588-
1679) thanhdp vaduoc phv théng héa qua nhém biéngoBach khoa toan th(1751-72) gm
Voltaire, Rousseau, Buffon, va Turgot, va manb hrong lon dén cusic Cach Ming aia Phéap
(1789-99), chiing tdi c6 #h minh dat qua kit qué khéng co th gat hai duroc chi nia”. R i 6ng
ngh “chi c6 vai céc win dong hay mgt thoat thai klsi nhitng anh heong trén ndi mang ki
duroc thaydoi. Va tr y ngh do toi da hit dau trong twrong dung cau chun Leda va Thién Nga
dé noi bong gi6 ¥ s thayddi vao thvi do (@n du ¢ day nim trong cau chusn than thazi Hy-lap
Véi than chla € cia cac thin tén Zeusga bién dzng thanh thién nga, an &i va lam Leda, con
gai aia vua tén thé Tyndareus (vua Sparta), hoai thai. Leda s#usinh ra ¢p song sinh
Castro va Pollux, va Helen, vairtdi bdt dau viét bai tho. Nheng khi bai thr ra doi thi cinh
twong thién nga va ngi dan ba trong thr da tzo nén ot &manh di dgi dén do an du chinh ty
bi hiéu sai kim, va téidiroc hio rang nhing déc gia bao thi s¢ hiéu nhim bai thy.”

Cngvith mabaith @ ucsa ib%nlnsau 6tr ckhi ¢ phéthanh vao#m
1928. Ly do chinh trva x& hic ay ngha baith céth cé mtgi ithich nh sau.
William Butler Yeats thuc vao nhém thiu 6 ng "i Ai Nh! Lan-Anh q&c theo o Tin lanh.
Ong sanh Ai Nh! Lan, nh ng theo gia inh isang Anht ngay con ny, sau 6 litr v Ai
Nh! Lan m t th"i gian. Luan ly Ki-td6 gido thi &6 r t nghiém k§c v i nhi u i u lu t kho khin
c6 nhh)ngnngn Iéntam ly ca ng "i dan Ai NH Lan (tH'i 6ng con t¥). Nhi u bai vi t cho
r ng Yeats & chii y nhiu n phong trao gi phéng qéc gia Ai NH Lan ¢ ng ch vi n ng long
yéu th ng Maude Gonne, mh phl n 1&nh o trong phong trao gi phéng qc gia Ai NH
Lan. Du khéng bit Maud Gonne conh h ng nhi u hay khéng, nhng la mt nha th, Yeats &
chhng % o lut Ki m duyt Phim nh (1923) rt m nh ma khéng thanh cong. Khio lu t
capdngvinhng iul kh$t khe coi tp ch ng va nhiu lién h khac la nhng hanh
ng ang khinh bthi Yeats rt bt médn. Cngvis btcongvd ly 6 makhi Yeats c yéu
c ulam mtbaith thi Yeats & lam mt baith ndiv s giao h p gi ang "iva chim. Ong li
cbng khai mang bai thra cong ching qua bao chithach thc ch ki mduytcunggis
tranh lun qua n dL chim va ng"i.
Theo chinh'li Yeats thi hoan mh c a Ai Nh!l Lan %i v i tinh hinh chinh trtrén th
gi i alamoéng vitbaith.Baivit utién lam ti Coole vao thang 9#m 1923, trong s giao
ng c a nichi n Ai Nh! Lan. Ong vit cho Lady Gregory n6i 6ng tinmg s tr* vi ¢ a ch
danch dd& nhik tthac,vamt ngl cmchm(nao 6  x y ra, va thn-thién nga chinh
lamtcaiuylcnao 6; nhngsau o6 6ngvitvinhomboth hiul mnént baith amt
icdi ndlchinhtr. S quadgic mcabaith utiénnaylam chbat G.W. Russell @aThe
Irish Statesman chii khéng #ng. Sau 6 m t nhom t¥ thanh |p m t t* bao ra hang thang tén
la To-morrow,Yeats a cho h bai th Leda mang tén Annuciation #ngtrong % u.
Trong bai nay, tdm cau u (octave) nguyén tly nh sau, con 6 cau sau (sestet) thi khéng thay
itrongttc cacbn.

A rush, a sudden wheel, and hovering still
The bird descends, and her frail thighs are pressed



By the webbed toes, and that all-powerful bill
Has laid her helpless face upon his breast.

How can those terrified vague fingers push
The feathered glory from her loosening thighs!
All the stretched body's laid on the white rush

And feels the strange heart beating where it lies.

Tai li utham kho.

Elizabeth Butler Cullingford, "Pornography and Caicity: The Case of Yeats' 'Leda and the
Swan," inRepresenting Women: Law, Literature, and Feministh Susan Sage Heinzelman
and Zipporah Batshaw Wiseman (Durham: Duke Unies®r1994), 165-87.
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