PINH MENH

Maiia thu mdt budi chiéu mua

Daéi ta lgng lé dao vuon thién nhién
Trong vion phong cdnh ldng yén

Béng nguoi chdng thdy nhin toan la hoa
Hoa nd nét dep mdn ma

Nhung vi suong gié lam nhoa vé xinh

Cudc doi co lic binh minh

C6 tan béng x& c6 nghin d6i thay

Ta danh phdi chiu kiép nay

Lam ngudi ching thich may may chit nio
Kiép sau xin dugc lam sao

Bdc cdu 6 thude ngy cao vom troi.

Thanh Huong
2001-09-02

’

DESTINY

On a rainy day in autumn,

We walk silently in the Garden of Nature.
The landscape is still and the atmosphere, serene
No other visitor relishes the profusion of flowers.

How graceful are the blooms,
But the wind has marred their beauty.
Likewise in life, from early rise
To vanishing sunset, through many vicissitudes,
We bear our fate.
What an unfathomable destiny for each person!
Let’s pray that in the next life
We can reign from high above the sky.

Tran Binh-Nhung
11/15/02

LE DESTIN

Par un apres-midi d’automne pluvieux,

Dans “la Nature”*, nous nous promenons, silencieux.
Tout est tellement calme dans ce jardin,
Personne d’autre ne contemple les fleurs; il y en a plein.
Elles éclorent d’une maniére attrayante,

Mais le mauvais temps a réduit leur splendeur.
Dans la vie, existent parfois des matins radieux,
De sombres crépuscules, autant de changements.
Soumise a ce destin, notre vie doit se poursuivre
Méme si cette existence nous cause bien des ennuis.
Prions d’étre une étoile dans une vie future
Pour pouvoir régner sur les hauteurs de I’azur.

Thanh-Tam
2002-11-15

* Apres la promenade avec Michel au Parc de la Nature




THE RIVER OF DESTINY

Chi Ho Trdan Nga Thién dd viét mét bai hoi ky
rdt cdm dong vé cudc doi di khéi viét nam 27 ndm
trudc ddy. Anh chi da khdc ghi ky niém lich sit nay khi
da ddt tén hai con la H6 Viét Pong Hdi va Ho Viét
Nam Ha.

Dé cdc chdu Déng Hdi va Nam Ha c6 thé luu
lai cdc ky niém nay, Chi c¢6 dé nghi t6i chuyén sang
tiéng Anh.

Xin giti dé quy Anh Chi xem dé cing chia xé
hoan cdnh ciia Anh Chi cung cdc nguyén vong ddt
vao cdc con.

Anh Chi da néu guong thiét thuc cho cdc con
qua sy hudng ddn cdc hoc sinh trung hoc véi chiong
trinh Kumon tix mdy muoi ndm nay.

Viéc thanh ldp va phdt trién DDDK ciing la
mot vién gach boi ddp toa nha Viét nam cua tdt cd
chiing ta.

Dear Friends,

The following piece of translation was made from a
most moving chapter of Anh Thien and Chi Nga’'s
life.

Please appreciate all the care and love that they have
provided to their family, as well as to members of the
VPhF, colleagues and friends around the world.
Trdn Binh Nhung

Although not in our plans, we were rushing to the
riverbank at the same moment. We were moving
towards the barge that was coming to the pierThis
was the site of the most atrocious tearing of my life,
for I have left behind my little sister, along with my
beloved country, on April 29th, 1975.

The river still flowed calmly, but my heart was
aching and crying, and around me, no one could say
a word. Thien and I had said farewell to each other
innumerable times, with caring words for ourselves.
My husband wanted to stay behind with his family,
while I decided to go with my extended family of 40
to 50 persons in an organized departure. Finally, he

joined us.

Then, during the last minutes of the change in
Saigon’s governance, Thien brought along his two
younger brothers to my group. The truth was, we did
not know where we would go, just wanted to leave
the city to avoid the last bloodshed battle.

My husband and I thought that everything was decid-
ed by God, and He has given us his benediction and
kept us together for 27 years now.

The river still moved slowly, pushing us towards the
immense Pacific Ocean. After three or four days
adrift, under rain and shine, sometimes drenched to
the bones, or dried as fallen palm leaves,.. battling
with storms, or torpid under the sun, we did not know
what would be our destination. At the end, we land-
ed on Subic Bay, the Philippines.

To record the historical moments when we left
Vietnam in haste, we named our first son H6 Viét
Pong Hai — The Sea of the East for the Vietnamese
People, meaning the Pacific Ocean, with the hope
that our child will accomplish something along the
mission

bestowed on him. Our daughter was named Hd Viét
Nam Ha a river from South Vietnam, the last port of
attach to the country before we left. Our deepest
wish was that she will bring love to replenish
Vietnam, just like the multiple arms of the Mekong
river in theSouth have enriched the delta with rich
alluvia.

Until today, I firmly believe that every event in life
has been decided by God. My deepest recognition
and humble thanks to Him.

Take care, my friends,

HO Tran Nga
Translated by Trin Binh Nhung
04/30/02



Hai Con Tau Mot Cudc Poi

Tran Ho Nga

ua Gidng sinh ndm nay, ching t6i c6 co hdi

du hanh trén mit bié€n Pai TAy Duong, 4
ngdy 4 dém, nhung hoan toan khac hin vdi nhitng
ngdy lénh dénh trén mit bién Thai Binh Duong da
hon 27 nam.

Ching t6i di mat hét 2 ngay dudng tr
Elizabethtown, KY dén Orlando, FL. Trua hdm sau
lai tri'c chi dén Cap Canaveral, chiéc tau Fantasy
nhd neo lic 4 git chiéu ngay 22/12. Trén tau thi dd
in thifc udng & hé va cé rit nhiéu muc giai tri, ca
nhac nhay dam, ddnh bai, v.v..., rit nhiéu trd chdi
vui nhon nhung ching t6i khong c¢6 di gid dé
thudng thifc hét moi thit. Pic biét nhat 13 nghé
thuat trinh by thyc phaim thit 12 cong phu va m§
thuat.

8 gid sdng 23/12 tdu di dén ddo Freeport.
Con tao lu6t nhanh, ém 3 trén mit bién yén tinh
khi€n ching t6i khong bi say séng. Hai con clia
ching t6i, Pong Hai va Nam Ha, di chdi Snorkel &
Lucaya Beach lin xudng viing bién nudc can dé
xem ¢4 va chup hinh. Sau d6 ching t6i 18y taxi dao
phd mot vong va ghé cdc tiém bdn qua ky niém.
Noi day khong thdy 14y mot ngudi hanh khat, phd
x4 sach s&, an ninh, du khéch tdp nip ngugc xudi.
Ciing ngay hom nay thi du khach dugc dip 1én 4o
quin sang trong vi c¢6 da tiéc va chup hinh gia
dinh. Vu chup hinh nay da lam ching t6i chdy tui,
chi vi tim hinh nao ciing mudn 13y c4, nhung 1an
sau thi xin chtra.

4 gid chiéu tau lai rdi bén va da cap vao 2
ddo Nassau 8 gid sing ngay 24/12. Sau d6, cudc du
hanh dudc ti€p ndi véi mdt chi€c tau nhd bé xinh
xdn va tho mong, The Blue Lagoon, tai noi nay
Brookshields di dén déng phim “The Blue
Lagoon”. Trén ddo khong c6 cu dan tuy nhién van
c6 qudn in..., va tiém ban do ky niém. Mot s it
nhan vién trén ddo d€ 1am viéc sach s& cho khu du
lich nay. Khi chiéu dé&n thi tit cd moi ngudi lai

quay trd vé& vé6i t8 Am gia dinh d€ trd lai su yén
ldng cho thién nhién.

Khung cénh that dep, nén thd va tri tinh,
v6i nhitng rang dira xanh nghi€éng nga moi huéng
khong theo mdt dinh ludt nao cad ma t6i chua bao
gid thiy & bat ky noi dau.

Chiing t6i dd tim bién va chéo thuyén &
day. Nim trén chi€c vong dong dua dusi bong dira
mat ddiu, gié bi€n nhé nhe thdi, 10ng tdi lai bdi hodi
chanh nhé vé nhitng bii bién tai qué nha, Viing
tdu, Cam ranh, Nha trang, Nam 0, Tién sa, My khé,
Lang co, Sam son, Vinh ha long,....Qué huong to1
ciing dep, ciing yéu kiéu, ciing hAp din nhung tiéc
12 chua ¢6 cd hoi t6 chifc chu ddo d€ phdt trién k§
nghé du lich. Véi k§ nghé nay hy vong s€ thu hut
hang triéu du khdch trén toan thé gisi d6 vé d6 dé
ning cao mic song clia dan ta.

Atlantis, khach xan nguy nga, trang 1€, va
sang trong ding sting sitng trén hai ddo Nassau, c6
phong phdi trd vé6i gid 25,000 dong My kim mot
dém. Mot ho nudi cd that dd x0, vi dai dudc thiét
k& ngay trong tirng trét cia khdch san véi hang
ngan tom cd, sda,..., di mau, di loai. Pi trong
nhitng hanh lang dugc x4y cAt m§ thuat giong nhu
hang déng nay ching t6i c6 cam tudng nhu dang
dudc bai 161 cung mudn ngan sinh vat trong long
bién ca. Toi c6 hdi thim Bahamas c6 phai la thudc
dia cda My, Anh, hoic Phdp khong, thi dudc biét
ngay nay ho 12 mot xi ty tri. Toi ty hdi khdng biét
tai sao ma din ho dugc nhu thé? Ai 12 ngudi dén
d6 khai thdc mot khach san 16n nhu vay d€ dan
chiing ¢6 cong dn viéc 1am? Phai chiang dan toc ho
¢6 ngudi lanh dao gidi?

That 1a mot ky niém khoé quén, ching toi da
dén tham dy thénh 1& Gidng sinh nita dém tai nha
thd chinh trén hon ddo nay. Phai bach bd hon hai
dim dudng gitta dém khuya phd ving thua ngudi
nhung ching hé lo au, s¢ sét dé 1an mo tim dén



nha thd trén ngon doi cao tinh mich. L& kéo dai hai
ti€ng rudi ddng hd k€ ca L& Vong Gidng Sinh va
Thénh 1& nita dém. Ban nhac va ca doan trinh dién
rit hay va rat 16n ti€ng nhu 12 mot dai hoa tdu (dan
ban x& néi ti€ng Anh).

7 gid sang 25/12 tau rdi ddo d€ trd lai My
ldc 6 gid sing 26/12. Vao khoang nita dém bién
dong 16ng gi6, moi ngudi di ding nghiéng nga nhu
nhitng ngudi say rudu dang c6 ging dit diu nhau
tim 16i vé&. Tuy thé& cdc nang va cdc chang vii cong
van tudi cudi mia hat, va nhdy nhét nhu khong hé
c6 gi dang xay ra. Nhitng ngudi diéu hanh trén tau
ndy that gidi ma t6i khong bao gidf tudng tugng ndi
néu khdng dugc mit thiy tai nghe. Khach du lich
khodng 2500 ngudi, va 950 ngudi gdm thdy thd
doan cling ngudi lam viéc cda gdbm 52 qudc gia
trén thé gigi. Moi chuong trinh déu x4y ra ding gid
nhu di loan bdo. Tai sao ho lai lam viéc dudc véi
nhau va vui vé nhu th€ va lic nao trén moi cling
nhoén cudi (khong thdy c6 ngudi Viét nam, nhiéu
nh4t la Filipinos, Singapore...). C6 phdi ching ho
da c6 mot ban diéu hgp nhiéu kinh nghiém va moi
ngudi ciing theo dudi mot muc dich chung?

Chiing t6i gia tir tAu Fantasy, thi khodng 2

ti€ng déng hd sau dé con tau nay lai dua doan
khach khdc ra khoi.. S§ di tdi cit néi t6i gid gidc 1a
vi toi rat than phuc 161 1am viéc ding gid clia ban
diéu hanh, vi ¢é nhu thé chi€c tau nay méi rude
dudc khich hai chuyén trong mot tuan 1&.

Toi ctf nhdc hoai véi Anh Thién t6i, cling
con tau, ciing bi€n ca, nhung 1an nay hanh phiic em
ém, yén lanh, no di, khong lo du, ching s¢ sét.
That hoan toan khéc hén v6i 1an 1&én dénh trén bién
Théi Binh Duong, ning mua udt siing, rét run, va
tdi té...trén x4 lan. Rdi lai nim la liét trén sin tau
DPé That Ham Poi (mdi 36 ti€ng déng hd mdi c6
dudc ba mudng com nhdo nhoét va hai mudng
nudc lanh). Oi cude ddi!!!

That 12 vui, that 1a thd vi nhung vin cit thdy
thi€u thdn mot cdi gi..., c6 1& vi thi€u ving ba con
ban beé. Thién, Pong Hai, Nam Ha, va to6i déu cling
mot cdm nghi. Cac con tdi bdo: “Mudn di Cruise
nita nhung chuyé&n sau phai c6 ban be va ba con
nhé, Ba Me.”

USGc gi chiéc du thuyén nay da dua gia dinh
chiing toi trd vé thim qué huong Viét nam yéu
dau.




